Proposed Initiative Act No. 1
(Proposed by Petition of the People)

(Popular Name)
AN ACT PROVIDING THAT AN INDIVIDUAL WHO IS
COHABITATING OUTSIDE OF A VALID MARRIAGE MAY NOT ADOPT OR BE A
FOSTER PARENT OF A CHILD LESS THAN EIGHTEEN YEARS OLD.

(Ballot Title)

A PROPOSED ACT PROVIDING THAT A MINOR MAY NOT BE ADOPTED
OR PLACED IN A FOSTER HOME IF THE INDIVIDUAL SEEKING TO
ADOPT OR TO SERVE AS A FOSTER PARENT IS COHABITING WITH A
SEXUAL PARTNER OUTSIDE OF A MARRIAGE WHICH IS VALID UNDER
THE CONSTITUTION AND LAWS OF THIS STATE; STATING THAT THE
FOREGOING PROHIBITION APPLIES EQUALLY TO COHABITING
OPPOSITE-SEX AND SAME-SEX INDIVIDUALS; STATING THAT THE ACT
WILL NOT AFFECT THE GUARDIANSHIP OF MINORS; DEFINING
“MINOR” TO MEAN AN INDIVIDUAL UNDER THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN
(18) YEARS; STATING THAT THE PUBLIC POLICY OF THE STATE IS TO
FAVOR MARRIAGE, AS DEFINED BY THE CONSTITUTION AND LAWS
OF THIS STATE, OVER UNMARRIED COHABITATION WITH REGARD TO
ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE; FINDING AND DECLARING ON BEHALF
OF THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE THAT IT IS IN THE BEST INTEREST OF
CHILDREN IN NEED OF ADOPTION OR FOSTER CARE TO BE REARED IN
HOMES IN WHICH ADOPTIVE OR FOSTER PARENTS ARE NOT
COHABITING OUTSIDE OF MARRIAGE; PROVIDING THAT THE
DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES SHALL
PROMULGATE REGULATIONS CONSISTENT WITH THE ACT; AND
PROVIDING THAT THE ACT APPLIES PROSPECTIVELY BEGINNING ON
JANUARY 1, 2009.
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